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South Carolina First Steps Board of Trustees Considers  
Three Candidates for State Executive Director Position 

 
 
After six months and a comprehensive search process, the South Carolina First Steps to School 
Readiness Board of Trustees is pleased to consider the final group of three candidates for its 
State Executive Director position: David Lisk, Georgia Mjartan, and Daniel Wuori.   
 
Two-hundred and twenty four applications were received through the State Department of 
Education’s job portal between May 15, 2017 and June 30, 2017. Over the past three months, 
every application was evaluated by a search committee to assure the candidates’ qualifications 
met the job requirements and notice confirmed by the Board for this important position to guide 
our state’s commitment to school readiness and early childhood education.    
 
The SC First Steps Board of Trustees will discuss the employment or appointment of the final 
group of three candidates in Executive Session at the October 20, 2017 board meeting. After the 
Executive Session, the Board may make the decision to extend an offer of employment to one of 
the candidates. The candidates (in alphabetical order) are:  
 
David Lisk – Mr. Lisk is currently the Executive Director of York County First Steps, a position 
he accepted in 2009 after serving as a York County First Steps Board Member.  Working closely 
with his Board of Directors, he has spearheaded a culture that actively seeks partners and 
includes the business community. He has collaborated and coordinated with other agencies 
serving at risk children to construct and share a countywide needs assessment and strategies for 
future interventions to meet these needs. Under his leadership, York County First Steps has 
diversified its funding stream from 98% state sources to 65% state sources. Notable efforts to 
raise funds include a Community Literacy Effort and the launch of Nurse Family Partnership in 
York, Chester, and Lancaster Counties. Prior to serving with York County First Steps, Mr. Lisk 
was the General Manager of Pleasant Hills Child Development Center, a family day care 
business with locations in Fort Mill, SC and Charlotte, NC.  Into each leadership position in the 
early childhood field, he brings 20 years of business discipline, marketing, and sales experience 
he developed working for Rexam/Intelicoat Technologies, Inc., where he was able to expand the 
Electronic Films segment to include over $20 million in new business after determining 
emerging markets and trends through market research.  He has a Mechanical Engineering degree 
from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. 
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Georgia Mjartan - Ms. Mjartan has spent the last 12 years successfully leading an 80 person 
team at Our House, a nationally recognized “learning lab” for innovative practices which 
includes a quality-rated, research-based early learning center established to empower the 
homeless and near homeless individuals and their families. At Our House, Mrs. Mjartan 
managed a budget of $3.5 million with grants from 33 private foundations, 14 government 
contracts (local, state, and federal), 154 corporate donors, 1,051 individual donors and 31 
congregations.  She transformed her staff to reflect the diversity of their clients and drastically 
increase their education attainment. She also built a 24-person board with the Lieutenant 
Governor, the Speaker of the Arkansas House of Representatives, a former US Congressman, 
corporate executives, nonprofit and government leaders, and members of the faith community. 
 Ms. Mjartan led Our House to receive the “Nonprofit of the Year” by Arkansas Business in 
2015, and she was personally recognized as one of Southern Living magazine’s “2016 
Southerners of the Year.” Ms. Mjartan has a Masters Degree in Political Communication and 
Public Affairs from the University of Ulster in Ireland and a post-graduate Certificate for Senior 
Executives in State and Local Government from Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School 
of Government.  Prior to working at Our House, she designed and led strategic planning and 
change management processes for nonprofits, foundations, and government sector clients.  
 
Daniel Wuori, Ph.D. – Dr. Wuori has served as the Deputy Director of SC First Steps to School 
Readiness since June of 2005. During that time he has been the agency’s primary author and 
editor for the First Steps Partnership Accountability Standards, an $18.5 million Early Head Start 
Child Care Partnership (EHS-CCP) grant in 2014, and the 4K guidelines for the First Steps 4K 
program including its application process, monitoring mechanisms and professional 
development.  Dan and the EHS-CCP management team worked with the EHS-CCP start-up 
consulting company, Foundations for Families, on the writing of the 2017 EHS-CCP grant, 
which totaled about $16 million. After helping to launch SC First Steps and The Duke 
Endowment’s efforts to bring Nurse Family Partnership (NFP) to SC in 2007, he served on the 
SC NFP’s Funders Collaborative between 2008 and 2015.  In his role of Deputy Director, his 
direct reports are the First Steps 4K State Director and the EHS-CCP Director. Since 2015, he 
has testified to committees, supplied support documentation, and been a point of contact for the 
SC General Assembly during a comprehensive investigative review by the House Legislative 
Oversight Committee, secured a 15% increase in local partnership funding during FY17 and 
successful votes on H3591 by the House Education and Public Works Committee, the SC House, 
and the Senate Education Committee. Dr. Wuori joined the SC First Steps staff after serving as a 
Senate appointee to the SC First Steps Board of Trustees from June 1999 to June 2005 as the 
Board Secretary from 2000 and 2005 and member of the Executive and Program Grants 
Committee. Prior to working at SC First Steps, Dr. Wuori was the Coordinator of Early 
Childhood Services with School District Five of Lexington and Richland Counties and a 
Kindergarten Teacher at Lonnie B. Nelson Elementary School in Richland County. He received 
his Doctorate in Early Childhood Education from the University of South Carolina.  
 

### 


