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Child Care Scholarships (703, 705) Self-Assessment for FY17
Aligned with the First Steps Program Accountability Standards

Local Partnership:     
Date Completed: 
 Completed By: 
	                              Criteria
	Yes
	No
	Data Source

	 Section 1: Targeting
	

	a) Targeting Clients At-Risk of Early School Failure: Does each SC First Steps-funded scholarship client possess two or more Board-identified risk factors? For the full list of identified risk factors, see the First Steps Program Accountability Standards for Child Care Scholarships.
	
	
	Reports-Case Data-Scholarships Report or Risk Factor Report

	b) Are clients participating in the Nurse Family Partnership (NFP) strategy (in which participating mothers are selected during pregnancy) considered presumptively eligible for scholarship support?
	
	
	Reports-Cases Data-Risk Factor Report

	· Is priority given to NFP clients with the lowest family incomes?
	
	
	

	c) If a client received a scholarship and did not meet the risk definition due to unique and emergency circumstances, did the partnership receive prior authorization from its SC First Steps TA to enroll him/her?
	
	
	Reports-Case Data-Scholarships Report

	Section 2: Service Delivery
	

	a)   Administration and Use: Are First Steps funded scholarships administered “in house” by the Partnership? - OR - 
	
	
	Reports-Case Data-Scholarships Report

	· Are First Steps funded scholarships administered via DSS?
	
	
	Reports-Case Data-Scholarships Report

	b) Non-Supplantation: Does partnership ensure that First Steps funds are not used to supplant other forms of public funding available to client families for the provision of child care tuition?
	
	
	

	· Are current or transitional Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) clients referred to the SC Department of Social Services for enrollment in the ABC voucher program?
	
	
	

	· Are age- and income-eligible clients made aware of their service delivery options via Head Start, preschool programs available through the local school district, and the First Steps 4K program?
	
	
	

	c) Developmental Screening: Does the partnership funding a child care scholarship ensure the completion of the age-appropriate developmental screening Ages and Stages Questionnaire – 3rd Addition for each scholarship recipient? 
	
	
	Reports-Case Data-ASQ Report

	· Are children with suspected delays referred (as appropriate) to BabyNet or their local school district for additional evaluation?
	
	
	Reports-Case Data-Connections Detail Report

	d) Monitoring:
	

	For partnerships operating in-house scholarships: 
	

	· Does partnership collect daily attendance data from each center receiving scholarships, at least monthly, to determine if scholarship funds are being used appropriately?
	
	
	

	· Does partnership conduct unannounced monitoring visits to each center to verify child enrollment and family eligibility at least monthly? (Partnerships may choose to enter these visits in the FSDC and select the scholarship program code on the site visit screen.)
	
	
	Reports-Child Care Providers-Child Care QE Intensity Summary Report

	· Does partnership set scholarship reimbursement rates consistent with the local market, not to exceed the maximum reimbursement rates of the ABC voucher program? 
	
	
	

	For partnerships contracting scholarships through DSS:
	

	· Does partnership review monthly scholarship reports from DSS to ensure all scholarship funds are being used? 
	
	
	

	· Does partnership review monthly scholarship reports from DSS to ensure that qualified applicants are connected to a provider and receiving services in a timely manner (i.e., no “pending” scholarships)?
	
	
	

	· Does the partnership conduct unannounced monitoring visits to each center to verify child enrollment and family eligibility at least monthly? (Partnerships may choose to enter these visits in the FSDC and select the scholarship program code on the site visit screen.)
	
	
	Reports-Child Care Providers-Child Care QE Intensity Summary Report

	e) Eligible Providers: Are the partnership-funded scholarships limited to use within high quality settings? ( These programs are defined as meeting any one of the following criteria: active participation in First Steps quality enhancement strategy, exceeding minimum licensing requirements(i.e., participation in the ABC Quality Program at Level B or higher; or an aggregate Environmental Rating Scale rating of 4.0 or higher)
	
	
	Admin Functions-Approve Providers
Web site for Provider ABC Levels: http://www.scchildcare.org/search.aspx


	· Has the partnership received written consent from its SC First Steps TA if the partnership-funded scholarship is not used within a high-quality setting?
	
	
	Admin Functions-Approve Providers

Reports-Case Data-Scholarship Report

	f) Integration with Other Readiness Interventions: Does the partnership integrate provisions of scholarship with additional First Steps (or partner organization) strategies?
	
	
	Scholarship children receiving other intensive services from another partnership strategy should be connected to their scholarship as part of data entry for that strategy (PAT, etc.). If the service is not part of a strategy entered in FSDC Cases Data, enter those connections using the Interventions and Referrals screen. 

Reports-Case Data-Connections Detail Report

	g) Parent Training:  Do child care scholarship parents/guardians receive at least one hour of training on the benefits of high quality child care? (Enter as a “group meeting” in the Visits Screen)
	
	
	Reports-Case Data-Parenting Intensity Summary Report

	Section 3: Data Collection 
	

	· Do partnerships enter client demographic data, scholarship and provider information, service dates, screenings, training attendance, and connections to other partnership or community services in the First Steps Data Collection system (FSDC)?
	
	
	See Above

	· Is scholarship data entered correctly, i.e.: a) Are families that receive BOTH a scholarship AND another intensive service entered in Cases Data (i.e., PAT) entered under the intensive service only, and connected to the scholarship via the scholarship screen? b) Are families receiving ONLY a child care scholarship entered in Cases Data under the scholarship program code, and connected to their scholarship via the scholarship screen? c) Are there NO duplicate scholarships entered in the Cases Data?
	
	
	Reports-Cases Data-Scholarships Report

	General:
	
	

	· Does program complete program and vendor registration for all funded strategies, enter projected to serve numbers for each strategy, and begin data entry by September 1 of the program year?
	
	
	Admin Functions – Projected to Serve and View Registered Logins

	· Is data consent obtained for adult and child clients (excluding unborn children), and are Social Security Numbers for adult and child clients requested?
	
	
	Data Submission – Case Data

	· Is the program serving at least 75% of its Projected to Serve for the current year?
	
	
	Reports – Case Data – Cases Visit Summary and Projected to Serve Report

	· Does the partnership and vendor staff adhere to the deadlines for timely data submission (within 30 days of the date of service, except for home visits which are to be entered within 14 days of service)?
	
	
	Reports – Case Data – Visits Submission Status Report


To correctly run reports about your Child Care Scholarship Strategy, you need to do two things: 
1) select “All” for Program, and 2) Select the appropriate scholarship code under the “Connected Through” drop-down menu. Here’s an example, using the Scholarship Report:
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You May Select A Different Program By Changing the Following:
‘County: [02-Aiken v
Program: [All Vi
Fiscal Year [2015-2016 v
Connected Through: First Steps 7032 (in-house) v/

Group: ® cases O Vendors O Counties

status: @ all O Active O Exited
FFL Status: @ All Cases O FFL Cases Only

Get Report





Use this same method to create other reports for your Child Care Scholarship Strategy, including:

Risk Factor Report
ASQ Report

Connections Detail Report

Cases Visit Summary and Projected to Serve

Parenting Intensity Summary (tracks group meeting attendance)

Health Screenings Report
Select the correct code for your scholarship strategy. The report uses the program code you entered on the Scholarships data entry screen in order to find all of your connected scholarships.





By selecting “All” under Programs, the report will capture scholarship data regardless of the program code that data is entered under.
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