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Child Care Quality Enhancement (601) Self-Assessment for FY17
Aligned with the First Steps Program Accountability Standards

Local Partnership:     
Date Completed: 
 Completed By: 
	                              Criteria
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Data Source

	 Section 1: Targeting
	

	· Is each participating provider identified via competitive application with priority to providers:

· Participating in the USBA Child and Adult Care Food Program and documenting that at least 30% of enrolled students qualify for free meals/snacks (130% federal poverty) - OR - 

· Located within the school attendance zone of (and/or enrolling primarily children attending) and individual elementary school rated “Below Average” or “At Risk” (Unsatisfactory) during the preceding three-year period, - OR –

· In which 10% or more of enrolled students are ABC voucher recipients

· Participating in a publicly-funded early care and education program (such as First Steps 4K)
	
	
	
	

	· Do centers participating in First Steps-funded quality enhancement projects permit the on-site delivery of “natural environment” services/therapies to children eligible under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)?
	
	
	
	

	· Do participating providers document the completion (or pending/planned completion within two semesters) of ECD 101 (or comparable coursework) by the director and 100% of lead classroom staff?
	
	
	
	Data Submission-Child Care Providers-Center Information Screen- Provider Staff Information

	Section 2: Service Delivery
	

	a) On-Site Technical Assistance (TA): Do partnerships implementing or contracting Quality Enhancement (QE) strategies provide consultation/coaching at least twice monthly via employee or contracted staff that are certified as technical assistance providers with the Center for Child Care Career Development (CCCCD)?
	
	
	
	Data Submission-Child Care Providers-Center Information Screen (select “Intensive”)

	· Have partnerships that have implemented or contracted to fund QE strategies developed a detailed Quality Improvement Plan in partnership with each participating provider that includes on-site technical assistance as a central component? 
	
	
	
	

	· Does technical assistance provided per each provider’s Quality Improvement Plan entail the incorporation of reflective practice principles and a best-practice curriculum model? 
	
	
	
	

	· Do partnerships working with providers that are participants in FS 4K provide services in close coordination with the assigned FS 4K Technical Assistant?
	
	
	
	

	· Do registered family home providers receiving First Steps QE funds document their voluntary completion of 15 hours of professional development annually (mirroring the DSS requirements for licensed, center-based providers)?
	
	
	
	

	· Do FS-funded QE strategies incorporate on-site consultation/coaching at least bi-weekly (twice a month) to all participating centers?
	
	
	
	Reports-Child Care Providers-Child Care QE Intensity Summary Report

	· Are technical assistance visits (consultation, coaching, and mentoring) logged within the FSDC system no less than monthly?
	
	
	
	Reports-Child Care Providers-Provider Visit Status Report, Child Care QE Intensity Summary Report; Child Care QE Intensity Detail Report

	· If a partnership offering QE strategies chooses to provided limited, periodic TA to non-QE centers, does it ensure: 
	
	
	
	Data Submission-Child Care Providers-Center Information Screen (select “Consultation”)

	· These services are supplemental to the standard QE programming

· The consultation provided addresses the attainment of specific goals (such as NAEYC accreditation, maintenance of previous QE gains, etc.)

· These services support First Steps 4K or other publicly-funded early care and education programs; and

· No QE grant funds are provided to these centers
	
	
	
	

	b) Equipment and Materials Funds: If equipment/materials funding is provided to centers, is it less than $5,000 annually? (If it exceeds $5,000, SC First Steps must approve.) Note: enter materials funding amounts on the Center Information screen during the last quarter of each program year.
	
	
	
	Reports-Child Care Providers-Child Care QE Intensity Summary Report

	· Are equipment/materials purchases aligned with classroom needs as indicated by the environment assessment and/or the center’s current Quality Improvement Plan?
	
	
	
	Data Submission-Child Care Providers-Center Information Screen

	· Are equipment and training funds awarded for training and/or other qualified technical assistance?
	
	
	
	Data Submission-Child Care Providers-Center Information Screen

	· Does the partnership ensure that equipment/materials are not used to support classrooms funded by the First Steps 4K program (unless approved by the First Steps 4K Administrator)?
	
	
	
	Data Submission-Child Care Providers-Center Information Screen

	c) Coordination with Community Partners/Integration with Child Care Training: Do partnerships coordinate their QE efforts with other state/community-level entities offering similar services in the county (e.g., Child Care Resource and Referral, Success by Six, etc.) including attending regional Technical Assistance Coordination Team Meetings?
	
	
	
	

	· Does a partnership representative attend regional Technical Assistance Coordination Team Meetings?
	
	
	
	

	· Does partnership plan and offer training for participating child care providers based on needs identified within each center’s Quality Improvement Plan?
	
	
	
	Reports-General-Outputs Summary Report (Child Care Training)

	· Does the center director participate regularly in the center’s on-site visits and at least 50% of staff training provided?
	
	
	
	In-house training records

	· Do child care staff from QE centers attend relevant training based on center’s need?
	
	
	
	In-house training records

	· Does the partnership’s TA provider(s) attend trainings offered to client provider(s)?
	
	
	
	In-house training records

	· Does the partnership provide at least eight (8) hours of high-quality, certified training (stemming directly from the provider’s Quality Improvement Plan to each 601 staffer? 
	
	
	
	In-house training records; partnership’s Child Care Training Plan

	· Does at least half of this training relate to a best-practice curriculum model (Creative Curriculum, High Scope, Montessori, or other First Steps- approved curriculum?
	
	
	
	Reports-General-Outputs Summary Report (Child Care Training); In-house training records; partnership’s Child Care Training Plan

	· Workforce Development Does the FS-funded QE plan incorporate a workforce development component? 
	
	
	
	

	· Have all participating staff been provided with information about the state’s T.E.A.C.H. (Teacher Education and Compensation Helps) scholarship program?
	
	
	
	

	· Have all participating staff been provided and/or connected with case management designed to assist each in his/her advancement along South Carolina’s Early Childhood Career Lattice?
	
	
	
	Data Submission-Child Care Providers-Center Information Screen- Provider Staff Information

	· Certification of Technical Assistance Providers Via CCCCD: Has each FS-funded technical assistance provided demonstrated his/her professional competence through: 
	
	

	· Certification as a South Carolina Technical Assistance Provider through the Center for Child Care Career Development (CCCCD), and listed on the CCCCD TAP Registry web site, http://tap.sc-ccccd.net/TAPReport.aspx??
	
	
	
	Data Submission-Child Care Providers-Staff Information

	· Participation in ongoing professional development with a total of 30 clock hours of training every 3 years? Half of this training must be in early education and half must be in technical assistance (i.e., reflective practice, QIPs, and Environmental Rating Scales).
	
	
	
	

	· Has each FS-funded TA provider documented his/her completion of orientation to:
	
	

	· SC Childcare Licensing?
	
	
	
	

	· The ABC Quality Program?
	
	
	
	

	· The South Carolina Child Care Inclusion Collaborative (within the past two years)?
	
	
	
	

	Section 3: Assessment and Data Submission 
	

	· Has the partnership submitted complete center data for each focus provider within 30 days of program initiation? 
	
	
	
	Data Submission-Child Care Providers-Home Screen

	· Has the partnership maintained current center, enrollment, and staff information within the FSDC?
	
	
	
	Data Submission-Child Care Providers-Center Information Screen

	· Has each focus classroom (i.e., classroom visited regularly by the TA provider) and/or home-based provider benefitting from First Steps QE funding received a baseline assessment with the appropriate Environment Rating Scale (ERS) within 90 days of the initiation of technical assistance?
	
	
	
	Data Submission-Child Care Providers-Provider Profile Screen; Reports-Child Care Providers-Child Care ERS Accountability Report

	· Has the focus classroom and/or home based provider received a post-assessment 6-9 months after the baseline assessment (prior to the end of the program year)?
	
	
	
	Data Submission-Child Care Providers-Provider Profile Screen; Reports-Child Care Providers-Child Care ERS Accountability Report

	· If a focus classroom or home-based provider has participated across multiple fiscal years, is a post-assessment completed annually? 
	
	
	
	Reports-Child Care Providers-Child Care ERS Accountability Report

	· If technical assistance is provided on a center-wide basis (3 or more focus classrooms) are at least 1/3 of all classrooms assessed according to the timeline specified above?
	
	
	
	Reports-Child Care Providers-Child Care ERS Accountability Report

	· Does partnership ensure that environment assessments are completed by assessors who have:
	
	

	· Completed at least 3 days of training from the Environment Rating Scale Institute (ERSI) in the appropriate ER scale?
	
	
	
	

	· Participated as required in any ERS reliability measures established by SC First Steps?
	
	
	
	

	· Participated in bi-annual online ERS Refresher training or additional ERS training through the ERSI within the past two years?
	
	
	
	

	General:
	
	

	· Does program complete program and vendor registration for all funded strategies, enter projected to serve numbers for each strategy, and begin data entry by September 1 of the program year?
	
	
	
	Admin Functions – Projected to Serve and View Registered Logins

	· Is the program serving at least 75% of its Projected to Serve for the current year?
	
	
	
	

	· Does the partnership and vendor staff adhere to the deadlines for timely data submission (within 30 days of the date of service?
	
	
	
	Reports – Child Care Providers – Provider Visit Status Report
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