2016 Early Childhood Common Agenda

Building a smart, comprehensive early childhood system through effective policy
to create a brighter future for young children and their families.

United in support of young children (ages 0-5) and their families, advocates of the Early Childhood
Common Agenda propose the following framework for building a smart, comprehensive early childhood
system for South Carolina. We acknowledge that children’s opportunity for success is largely rooted in
the social and economic well-being of their families and communities. Effective policy can counter
adverse circumstances through a two-generation approach, equipping both parents and children with
the tools they need to thrive. We urge our elected leaders and policymakers to consider this agenda as
decisions are made to advance policies impacting young children and their families in order to create a
brighter future for the Palmetto State.

Quality Early Care and Strong Family Supports

Children who receive high-quality preschool services are more likely to enter school prepared for
success in academics and throughout their lives.' Many families struggle to afford care, however, with
an average cost of $1,181 per month. Fifteen percent of South Carolina parents report their
employment is affected by child care issues.? This problem is exacerbated for low-income families, who
are often forced by limited resources to choose care based on affordability and/or convenience rather
than quality.?

Recommendations:

¢ Increase participation in the Quality Rating Improvement System (QRIS), which includes established
quality standards for child care, early care and education providers, by creating a committee to
recommend incentive measures led by the Division of Early Care and Education, Department of
Social Services.

e Improve the safety of children in Family Home Care Facilities by allocating funds for additional staff
to conduct compliance visits.

e Ensure access to quality child care for families statewide by sustaining full funding for second year
ABC voucher program recipients.

e Strengthen the quality early care and education system by modifying membership and
responsibilities of the State Advisory Committee on the Regulation of Childcare Facilities.

e To empower parents with the knowledge of positive parenting practices and resources, expand
voluntary home visiting programs supporting children from prenatal to age five.
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Economic Stability

The U.S. Census Bureau estimates that 48.9% of women in South Carolina work full-time, year-
round. Mothers who would be unable to continue working with the availability of child care yield an
estimated $1 billion annually in wages and salaries.* Quality child care access increasingly affects the
lives of working fathers as well, amplifying the impact on the state economy.

Recommendations:

e To support working families in meeting basic needs, endorse a state-earned income tax credit (EITC),
a refundable tax credit for eligible people who work and have income less than specified amounts.

e Accurately allocate resources where families need them most by using South Carolina’s Self-
Sufficiency Standard to measure cost of living across the state. The Self-Sufficiency Standard is
based on basic-needs, no-frills budgets created for all family types in every county.

e Promote equity and opportunity for all children by supporting the use of racial impact assessments
and production of opportunity impact statements that are applied to policy addressing early care
and education.

Supporting early childhood health, education, and development yields long-term returns on investments
and a brighter future for South Carolina. We envision all children ready for school, stronger families,
safer communities, significant government cost avoidance, healthy and productive adults, a more
competitive workforce and a stronger economy for the Palmetto State.”

Funding for this project was provided by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. We thank AECF for its support,
and we acknowledge that the findings and conclusions presented in this report are those of the authors
alone and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the foundation.

In addition to the three partner organizations, many organizations from throughout South Carolina have
committed their support for the 2016 Early Childhood Common Agenda. For the most recent list of
supporters, please visit scChildren.org/CommonAgenda.
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